Seiki Co. Ltd., Japan ), the supernatant was collected by centrifugation (17,500 X g, 10min) at as a crude enzyme solution.
4.Assay of soybean saponin-hydrolyzing activity
The reaction mixtures mixed with either 10me of cell suspension or of crude enzyme solution and 20 m4 of 0.5% soybean saponin solution were incubated for 24 hr. After an appropriate incubation time, the mixture was centrifuged (1, 000 X g, 20min) to remove cells and an equal volume of n-butanol was added to the mixtures. After stirring vigorously, the mixture was recentrifuged. The resulting upper layer (nbutanol layer) was used for the assay of soybean Five microliter of samples were injected into the column and soybean saponins were detected with a UV detector (model SPD-6A, Shimadzu Co. Ltd., Japan) by monitoring at 205nm. The composition of group B saponins was determined by a HPLC method").
6.Thin layer chromatography
The analyses of soybean glycosides and Fig. 2 shows decomposition rates of soyasaponin Bb in TY broth containing 0.25% soybean saponins incubated with selected strains for 72hr. Decomposition rates of soyasaponin Bb were in the range of 3 to 72%. Lactobacillus casei subsp. casei IFO 3953 showed the highest decomposition rate (71.6%), therefore, this strain was used for the further studies. 
